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The SWAP East office is there to help you 
throughout the year.  If you have any 

questions about any of information in this 

booklet or need further advice at any point 

then please get in touch. 

Call us on 0131 650 6861, email 

Swap.East@ed.ac.uk or look us up at 

scottishwideraccess.org/east 

mailto:Swap.East@ed.ac.uk
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-home
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1. SWAP registration 

You have enrolled yourself at college, but now we need 

you to register with SWAP too so that we know who our 

SWAP students are. Please register with SWAP East 

before the end of September.  

Online registration is quick and easy via the SWAP 

website (East Home>Current Students): 

1. Click on “Register Now”. This should bring up an 

online form. 

2. Fill in your details. Some of the information 

fields are compulsory and you won’t be allowed 

to submit the form until they are complete. 

3. Once you have completed the form, press 

submit. The next screen will say that you have 

successfully completed the form. All done!  

If you have any problems, please get in touch with the 

SWAP East office.   

2. Progression routes 

http://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students
http://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students
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To see all the degree options available from your access 

programme, use the progression route search on the 

SWAP East website, which can be found here (East 

Home>Possible degree progressions>Quick Search/Go). 

Guidance on using the progression route search tool is 

available here (East Home>Current Students>Info and 

Guidance>Progression Routes to Higher Education).   

Non-partner universities  

The progression route finder only includes routes to 

SWAP East partner universities. You can apply to other 

universities, whether they consider it or not will depend 

on the university and the subject.  If you decide to apply 

outside Scotland or if the course does not appear in the 

progression route finder, please speak to SWAP for 

advice before you apply.   

3. SWAP profile grades 

At the end of the SWAP programme, your course tutor 

will award you three profile grades. These grades are an 

assessment of your performance throughout the year in 

all areas of the course.     

https://swapsurvey.org/progression/east
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2017-18/progression_routes_2018.pdf
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Buzzword = swapeast2019 

 Centre no. = S75367T 

 

Profile grades indicate your ability to succeed 

academically at degree level and are used by universities 

to make decisions on admissions.  Entry to university will 

depend on you achieving specific SWAP profile grades 

(e.g. AAA or BBB). An explanation of the criteria used to 

decide on student profile grades can be found here (East 

Home>Current Students>Information and 

Guidance>SWAP Profile Grades).  

4. UCAS  

If you are applying to university, you MUST apply 

through the SWAP school within UCAS.  You should start 

researching your options as early as possible. If you are 

able to, it’s a good idea to attend university open days 

(see a list of dates on the SWAP East website 

(Home>Current Students>Info and Guidance>University 

Open Days 2018).    

When you apply, you need to register with UCAS using 

the SWAP East buzzword. 

   

https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2017-18/swap_profile_grades.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2017-18/university_open_days_2018.pdf
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Your college will have a different buzzword and centre 

number but you must use the SWAP East details so that 

universities can see you are a SWAP East student and so 

that SWAP East can monitor and support your 

application. You’ll also need to know the SWAP East 

centre number (S75367T) for the Education section of 

the application. 

UCAS guidance 

Guidance on applying to UCAS can be downloaded from 

the SWAP East website (East Home>Current 

Students>Info and Guidance>UCAS Guidance for SWAP 

Students 2018/19).  Please use this to help you 

complete the application correctly. The education section 

can be particularly tricky for SWAP applicants; the 

guidance notes will help.  

5. Getting into university  

There’s no guarantee of a place at university.  To give 

yourself the best possible chance you need to make sure 

that you: 

https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students-info-and-guidance
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1. Complete all units of the SWAP programme. This 

includes any preparation for higher education or 

college personal development units. You should also 

aim to attend the relevant SWAP study skills day in 

November or December.  

2. Provide a strong, well-written and relevant personal 

statement on your UCAS application, which gets 

across how committed you are to your chosen subject 

area and highlights the relevant skills and experience 

you have. 

3. Prove you are committed. For example, attend 

classes, be punctual, complete assignments on time, 

do your assignments well, contribute to class 

discussions, organise your time effectively.  You tutor 

will take account of this when writing your UCAS 

reference.  

4. Get the SWAP profile grades required for the degree 

programme you want to do. 

Alternatives to University  
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You might not want to go to university or maybe you 

just don’t want to go straight away. If that is the case, 

speak to your tutor or college guidance staff for advice 

about your options.  HNC/D programmes often fill up 

quite quickly, so aim to apply as early as you can in 

2019.  

6. Finance   

College funding: advice and support 

College student support staff and student associations 

are an important source of help for matters relating to 

funding. Most colleges offer some form of additional 

support for students with childcare commitments and 

they may also offer some limited assistance with travel 

costs. Colleges usually set aside a small amount of 

hardship funding to help students who are experiencing 

serious financial difficulties.  If you are concerned about 

your finances, ask for help.  

For further information, see the college funding 

document on the SWAP East website (East 

https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2017-18/2018_19_college_funding_guidance.pdf
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Home>Current Students>Info and Guidance>College 

Funding).  

Looking ahead: funding for degree or HN 

Decisions on eligibility for funding at university or higher 

education programmes at college are taken by 

the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS). For 

more information on funding, go to saas.gov.uk 

Applications to SAAS open in April. You can apply as 

soon as you are holding an offer. 

Universities offer a range of student bursaries and 

scholarships. These vary between universities and 

subjects and some will have very specific eligibility 

criteria. Details of these can be found here (East 

Home>Current Students>Info and Guidance>University 

Funding).  

7. Study skills   

SWAP East arranges study skills events for all our 

students. These events are hosted by the universities 

and are run for humanities, nursing and science). They 

http://www.saas.gov.uk/index.htm
http://www.saas.gov.uk/
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2017-18/2018_19_university_funding_guidance.pdf
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are a valuable opportunity for you to find out what it’s 

really like to study at university and the skills you’ll 

need, speak to university staff and meet SWAP students 

who are now at university. Feedback from students tells 

us that they feel more confident and more enthusiastic 

about the prospect of going to university. See the 

comments below: 

“It was a great day which has helped me a lot. I know 

things I didn’t know before, which is going to help my 

transition from college to university” (Feedback from 

Humanities, December 2017). 

 “Excellent, makes me more excited and confident about 

coming to university” (Feedback from Nursing, 

November 2017). 

“I really enjoyed the day, it was interesting and 

informative. The practical sessions were fun and 

interesting and gave us a good indication of what the 

course will be like” (Feedback from Science, November 

2017). 
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You will be invited by email to attend. Details will also be 

published on the SWAP East website (East 

Home>Current Students>Study Skills).  

8. Mentoring  

As a SWAP student, you can use our mentoring scheme. 

If you do, you will be matched with a mentor, a SWAP 

student who is now studying at university. For you, this 

is an excellent opportunity to meet someone who has 

been there and done it and who can give you 

encouragement, guidance and support through your 

access programme. More information can be found here 

(East Home>Current Students>mentoring).  

In addition, you can also use the SWAP East Peer 

Support Group on Facebook. This is a forum for SWAP 

East students at college and university to communicate 

with each other, ask and answer questions, share 

experiences and organise activities. This is a great way 

to interact with the wider SWAP East community.  

 

https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students-study-skills
SWAP%20East%20Peer%20Support%20Group
SWAP%20East%20Peer%20Support%20Group

