
 

Start of year information for SWAP East Access to Medical Studies students  

Congratulations on getting your place at Edinburgh College. You now have the opportunity 

to take part in a programme which has routes into 100s of university degrees, including 

Medicine and Dentistry. 

Please read this document carefully as it contains a lot of information about SWAP, your 

academic study, how you will be examined throughout the year and the steps that you must 

take to progress to university.  

SWAP East is a consortium of colleges and universities in the east of Scotland. We work 

together to specifically design programmes to give adult returners the skills and knowledge 

that they require to be ready for degree level study.  

 

The SWAP partnership is represented by a small team 

based at the University of Edinburgh who will do their 

best to support you and to answer any queries, 

concerns, questions that you may have during the year. 

(from left to right: Lesley, Nick and Anna) 

 

This document will cover the following: 

1 Programme content  

2 Registration 

3 University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) 

4 UCAS 

5 University open days 

6 Progression routes 

7 Evaluation of performance throughout the year 

8 Funding available 

9  Study Skills events 

10 Mentoring 

11 Other useful links 
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1. Programme Content 

The Access to Medical Studies programme is made up of 2 main components: 

A. Academic content  

The content of the programme is a combination of SQA units in Communications, 

Maths, Biology and Chemistry at SCQF level 6 (Highers level).There are also some 

Biology units at Level 7 & 8. This programme has been approved by the SWAP 

partner universities who provide progression pathways from the programme to their 

degrees. They recognise that the combination of these academic units provide 

students with the core skills required when moving on to university study. For entry 

to a medical studies degree, students must attain 80% in each of the key subject 

areas of Maths, Chemistry and Biology.  

B. Preparation for Higher Education  

All SWAP students are required to participate in and complete Preparation for HE 

materials. As well as engaging with the interactive modules, Prep for HE covers 

researching and visiting universities and also taking part in a SWAP East study skills 

event. The materials are devised to give you the skills you will need to have to 

successfully transition to university level study.  

 

2. Registration 

At the start of term, you will enrol as an Edinburgh College student but you MUST also enrol 

as a SWAP student. This is very quick and easy to do. Simply click on SWAP registration 

form, complete and submit. You must tick the box to say that you have read and agreed the 

terms and conditions of being a SWAP student. Once you submit, you cannot go back and 

make changes, so please take time to fill in everything correctly and please fill in all the 

boxes that apply to you. SWAP will send you a Welcome email in due course after you have 

registered.  

Once you have enrolled at college, make sure that you check out all the student support 

services that are available to you as a college student. If you are concerned about finances, 

IT connectivity, childcare etc., please ask for help. 

 

3. University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) 

For those of you who are planning to apply for Medicine or Dentistry, you must sit the 

UCAT. Hopefully you are already aware of this and have been practising and have already 

booked your test. This year, because of COVID restrictions, it is possible to do the test on-

line at home. Please make sure that you read carefully the information on UCAT’s website 

and prepare accordingly. There are 5 sections to the test and you are given a score for each 

section. The last date for sitting the UCAT is 1st October and you must have booked your 

test before 17th September. Please also check out this digital booklet that Edinburgh 

University have sent me to pass on to you. You can be a doctor . This booklet will give you 

loads of information about how to prepare and about the test itself. You are strongly 

advised to practice the test at least 3 times prior to sitting it. This will help you work out the 

http://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students
http://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students
https://www.ucat.ac.uk/
https://youcanbeadoctor.co.uk/ucat/
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timing required for each section. The test costs £75 but you may be eligible for a bursary to 

cover this cost. You must apply for this bursary BEFORE you pay for the test. 

4. UCAS 

You apply to university through UCAS. This is the University and Colleges Admissions System 

and SWAP East is a UCAS Centre. You MUST apply to UCAS through SWAP East (NOT 

through your college). SWAP East will support and track your application throughout the 

UCAS cycle. To register you will need the SWAP East buzzword. This is swapeast2021 You 

will also need the centre number S75367T. Please use SWAP’s UCAS guidance notes in the 

Current Students’ section of our website to help you complete the application. There is also 

a separate document, within the Prep for HE documents, about writing a personal 

statement for a medical studies’ degree. It is in your personal statement that you should 

speak about any relevant work/volunteering experience that you have been involved in. If 

you haven’t already undertaken some, I strongly advise you to organise this before the 

UCAS deadline so that you talk about it in the personal statement. This will really strengthen 

your application. If you are applying to Medicine or Dentistry, the UCAS deadline is 15 

October. You must therefore complete your application at least 1 week before that, to allow 

your tutor to check your application and then attach a reference, before sending off to 

UCAS. Please note, you can make a maximum of 5 choices, and you should always make 

these choices with a back-up plan in mind in case you don’t get your 1st choice of Medicine 

or Dentistry. Back up choices e.g. Medical Sciences, Pharmacy, or Biological Sciences can be 

added later. The deadline for the vast majority of degrees is the 15 January. It costs £26 to 

apply, if you make 5 choices and £20 if you make only 1 choice. 

Entry to Medicine is subject to interview. These will usually take place in January/February. 

Decisions on who is invited for interview will be made based on your UCAS application, your 

tutor’s reference and your grades, as predicted by your tutor based on work submitted in 

the first part of the year. Edinburgh use the personal statement in the interview as a way of 

initiating discussion with you. More information on the interview process will be made 

available to you before interview dates. 

   

5. University Open Days 

 You should start researching your options as early as possible. You can get a lot of  

 information about the university from its website, but not as much as you will from a visit 

 and the opportunity to talk to staff and other students. Universities may be revising the 

 format for their open days this year, because of the COVID pandemic. Use the SWAP 

 website to find dates and links to university open day information throughout Scotland in 

 2020 here. 

 

6. Progression Routes 

From your access programme, you have the opportunity to apply for degree courses at 

different universities. Please note there are no guaranteed places from SWAP programmes 

onto degree courses. These routes are given to us by our university partners in the 

understanding that they have recognised these programmes and will consider applications 

from students who are on these programmes. To check out exactly what options are 

https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat/bursary-scheme/
http://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students-info-and-guidance
http://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students-prep-for-he
http://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students-prep-for-he
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2020-21/university_open_days_2020.pdf
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available and where, use the progression route search on the SWAP East website, which can 

be found here. Guidance on using the progression route search tool is available here.   

The progression route finder only includes routes to SWAP East partner universities. You 

can apply to other universities; whether they consider your application or not will depend 

on the university and the subject.  If you decide to apply outside Scotland or if the course 

does not appear in the progression route finder, please speak to SWAP East for advice 

before you apply. For Medicine, the 2 universities with whom we currently have a formal 

route progression to Medicine are Aberdeen and Edinburgh. We do not have a route into 

Dundee for Medicine but we do have a route into Dentistry. Glasgow, although a SWAP 

West partner university, will also consider your application for Medicine.  

When you look at the degree search database, you will see the Grades required below the 

degree course title for each university. These always refer to SWAP profile grades and 

Section 7 explains how you are evaluated for these. You may also see some additional 

information that a university partner has added and which is also a requirement of 

progression. 

For Medicine, the academic conditions of offer are AAA with an average of 80% in each of 

the key subject areas of Maths, Biology and Chemistry. Over and above this, you must also 

achieve above a certain score in your UCAT, perform well at interview and pass any health 

or criminal checks required.  

 

7. Evaluation of your performance throughout the year 

You are continuously assessed throughout the year in every unit you undertake. It is 

therefore important that you work hard from day one until the last completed assignment 

as your final results will be a reflection on the quality of ALL your assessed work. At the end 

of the SWAP programme, your course tutors will award you three profile grades. These 

grades are an assessment of your performance throughout the year in the key areas of the 

course – i.e. Maths, Biology and Chemistry. Profile grades indicate your ability to succeed 

academically at degree level and are used by universities to make decisions on admissions.  

Entry to university therefore depends on you achieving specific SWAP profile grades. An 

explanation of the criteria used by your tutors to decide on student profile grades can be 

found here. The criteria used differs depending on whether you are on a Nursing or 

Humanities programme or a Science or Engineering programme, so make sure you read the 

sections that are relevant to your programme. Make sure you keep in touch with your tutor 

so that you know how your work is 

progressing. At the end of the year, your 

tutor will give you your profile grade results. 

He/she will also give them to SWAP, who will 

send them off to the universities from whom 

you received offers and with whom you have 

made your 1st and 2nd choice. If you have 

achieved the required conditions, your offer 

will become unconditional. For Medicine and Dentistry, you are required to achieve AAA 

and also achieve 80% in each of the 3 key subjects of Maths, Biology and Chemistry. For 

Dentistry at Dundee you will also be required to attend and pass their summer school.  

https://swapsurvey.org/progression/east
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2017-18/progression_routes_2018.pdf
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2017-18/swap_profile_grades.pdf
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8. Funding available 

 

When you go to university, or if you progress onto an HN course, your studies will be 

funded by the Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS). They provide tuition fee funding, 

loans and bursaries. Many universities also have their own bursaries and scholarships too. 

For more information on funding available to you, go to University funding guidance page 

on SWAP’s website. You can apply for SAAS funding as early as April and as soon as you 

have at least 1 offer from a university. 

 

9. Study Skills events 

 

As an important part of your preparation for 

university, SWAP arranges study skills events 

for all our students. These events are hosted by 

the universities and are run for the 3 subject 

areas of Humanities (including teaching), 

Nursing and Science. They are a valuable 

opportunity for you to find out what it’s really 

like to study at university and the skills you’ll 

need, such as referencing, note-taking in lectures, essay writing, practical lab & clinical skills 

(for Science & Nursing). It’s also a chance to speak to university staff and meet SWAP 

students who are now at university and who can talk to you about what you need to know 

about moving from college to university. Feedback from students tells us that they feel 

more confident and more enthusiastic about the prospect of going to university. In addition 

to this, Edinburgh University also runs workshops in Feb/March for students planning to go 

to study Medicine. If you apply to Medicine, SWAP will send out details to you in January. 

 

 “Extremely helpful 

and a great insight 

into university life, as 

well as a better 

understanding of the 

skills needed to 

succeed 

academically”  

“Today has answered a lot of questions – I’m glad I came along”  

Click here to find out more about SWAP Study Skills Events. All students who have 

registered with SWAP will be invited by email to attend. Please note however, because of 

COVID and the current uncertainty around running events with a large number of people, 

there are no dates set yet for 20/21. 

 

https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/files/documents/2019-20/2020_21_university_funding_guidance.pdf
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students-study-skills
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10. Mentoring 

As a SWAP student, you can use our mentoring scheme. If you do, you will be matched with 

a mentor, a SWAP student who is now studying at university. For you, this is an excellent 

opportunity to meet someone who has been there and done it and who can give you 

encouragement, guidance and support through your access programme. More information 

can be found here.  

In addition, you can also use the SWAP East Peer 

Support Group on Facebook. This is a forum for SWAP 

East students at college and university to communicate 

with each other, ask and answer questions, share 

experiences and organise activities. This is a great way 

to interact with the wider SWAP East community.  

 

11. Other useful links to degree information for Medicine & Dentistry 

  

Aberdeen University  

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/degree-programmes/796/A100/medicine-5-

years/ 
  
Edinburgh University 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/applying_for_medicine_2021_low_res.pdf 

 

Dundee University  
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/dentistry 

 

Glasgow University 
https://www.gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/medicine/  

 

And lastly, although this will be a very challenging year for you, try and enjoy this amazing 

learning journey that you are beginning. 

 

Your main contacts for this access year are: 

SWAP East: 

Lesley Dunbar – Director 

(I am working remotely, so please email if you’d like a phone conversation.)  

Lesley.dunbar@ed.ac.uk 

 

Edinburgh College 

Callum Buchanan – Course tutor 

Callum.buchanan@edinburghcollege.ac.uk 

https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/east-current-students-mentoring
file://///ed.ac.uk/dst/shared/SASG/SWP/General/Information%20and%20Guidance/Student%20Information/2019-20/Handbook/SWAP%20East%20Peer%20Support%20Group
file://///ed.ac.uk/dst/shared/SASG/SWP/General/Information%20and%20Guidance/Student%20Information/2019-20/Handbook/SWAP%20East%20Peer%20Support%20Group
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/degree-programmes/796/A100/medicine-5-years/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/degree-programmes/796/A100/medicine-5-years/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/degree-programmes/796/A100/medicine-5-years/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/degree-programmes/796/A100/medicine-5-years/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/applying_for_medicine_2021_low_res.pdf
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/dentistry
https://www.gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/medicine/
mailto:Lesley.dunbar@ed.ac.uk
mailto:Callum.buchanan@edinburghcollege.ac.uk

