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At university, you are expected not just
fo work hard, but to work intelligently on
your own. A significant component of
this personal academic study is crifical
reading (Argent, 2013).

In breakout rooms, think of as many ways to complete this
statement as fully as you can:

At university, a critical reader is someone who ...
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What does it mean
to be a critical
readere

What does it mean
to be critical In
general?
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academic Community of
Practice (CoP)

The concept of CoP ‘is a perspecftive that locates
learning, not in the head or outside if, but in the
relationship between the person and the world [...]
In this relation of parficipation, the social and the
individual constitute each otfher.’

(Wenger, 2010 p. 179)

Your critical approach, for instance to wriﬁn’g, is
going to be directed by the conventions followed by
your new academic CoP.

But what does this mean? | B i
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a. Read critically — have a purpose to your
reading

b. Source academic texts — don't rely on
nonacademic blogs or Wikipedia

c. Avoid using personal pronouns in your
writing

d. Synthesize the information in the
academic literature to support or refute your
stance

e. That means you have to have an opinion
which you can only get by reading around a
subject

f. Do b, d & e without being accused of
plagiarism
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‘They don't signal the importance of the
points they are making clearly enough. The
writing is almost too descriptive and not
persuasive enough.’

‘When | give them
lemons, | don't
want lemons back -
I want the juice.’

- ‘When they write, they have
no voice - they just string
together other people’s ideas
like pearls in a necklace.’

(Argent & Alexander, 2013)
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